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AP Government Review   UNIT 4 

Overarching Topic – Political Ideologies and Beliefs 

 

Here’s what you need to do… 

❖ UNDERSTAND information in the ‘Enduring Understanding’ column. 

❖ STUDY / MEMORIZE / KNOW information in the ‘Essential Knowledge’ column.    You will be tested on this! 

❖ In the ‘Making Connections’ box, OFFER TWO SPECIFIC EXAMPLES from your understanding of government, 

political practices and/or history which illustrates the Essential Knowledge’ alongside which it appears.  These could be 

events, facts, or in a rare case, a definition.  If you need more room, attach an additional page of paper. 

❖ Utilize this information and related knowledge when ANSWERING the ‘Key/Essential’ questions on the last page. 

 

 

 
ENDURING UNDERSTANDING ESSENTIAL KNOWLEDGE    MAKING CONNECTIONS 

 

Citizen beliefs about government  -  Different interpretations of core values,  

are shaped by the intersection of     including individualism, equality of  

demographics, political culture    opportunity, free enterprise, rule of law, and  

and dynamic social change.    limited government, affect the relationship  

between citizens and the federal government 

and the relationships citizens have with one 

another. 

 

 

-  Family, schools, peers, media, and social 

   environments (including civic and religious  

   organizations) contribute to the development if  

   an individual’s political attitudes and values  

   through the process of political socialization 

 

 

-  As a result of globalization, US political culture 

   has both influenced and been influenced by the  

   values of other countries 

 

 

-  Generational and lifecycle events also 

    contribute to the political socialization that  

   influenced an individual’s political attitudes 

 

 

-  The relative importance of major political  

events to the development of individual political     

attitudes is an example of political socialization 

 

 

Public opinion is measured  -  Public opinion data that can impact elections  

through scientific polling, and    and policy debates is affected by such scientific  

the results of public opinion     polling types and methods as: 

polls influence public policies          - Type of polling (opinion polls, benchmark  

and institutions.              or tracking polls, entrance and exit polls) 

- Sampling techniques, identification of  

  respondents, mass survey or focus group,  

  sampling error. 

- Type and the format of questions. 

 

 

-  The relationship between scientific polling and  

   elections and policy debates is affected by the: 

 Importance of public opinion as a source or 

political influence in a given election or 

policy debate. 

 Reliability and veracity of public opinion 

data. 

 

Liberals and Conservatives have different views 
as to the proper place of government in daily 
life.  (ex: Liberals are ok with regulation of 
business while Conservatives are not).  In a 
partisan climate, such differences can lead to 
distrust. 
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ENDURING UNDERSTANDING ESSENTIAL KNOWLEDGE    MAKING CONNECTIONS 

 

Widely held political ideologies -  The Democratic Party platforms generally align 

shape policy debates and choices     more closely to liberal ideological positions, and 

in American politics     and the Republican Party platforms generally  

align more closely to conservative ideological 

positions. 

 

 

-  Because the US is a democracy with a diverse  

   society, public policies generated at any   given     

   time reflect the attitudes and beliefs of citizens  

   who choose to participate in politics at that time. 

 

 

-  The balancing dynamic of individual liberty and  

   government efforts to promote stability and order    

   has been reflected in policy debates and their  

   outcomes over time. 

 

 

-  Liberal ideologies favor more government     

   regulation of the marketplace, conservative  

   ideologies favor fewer regulation, and libertarian  

   ideologies favor little or no regulation of the  

   marketplace beyond the protection of property  

   rights and voluntary trade. 

 

 

-  The ideological differences on marketplace  

   regulation are based on different theoretical  

   support, including Keynesian and supply-side  

   positions on monetary and fiscal policies  

   promoted by the president, Congress, and the  

   Federal Reserve. 

 

 

-  Liberal ideologies tend to think that personal  

   privacy – areas of behavior where government  

   should not intrude – extends further than  

   conservative ideologies do (except in arenas  

   involving religious and educational freedom);  

   conservative ideologies favor less government  

   involvement to ensure social and economic  

   equality, and; libertarian ideologies disfavor any  

   governmental intervention beyond the protection  

   of private property and individual liberty 

 

 

-  Policy trends concerning the level of government  

   involvement in social issues reflect the success  

   of conservative or liberal perspectives in political  

   parties. 
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Here’s what you need to do… 

❖ CONSIDER the content and scope of coverage from the review sheets you did in this packet 

❖ ANSWER the following questions.  Each answer must… 

✓ Be direct and to-the-point 

 Be sure you are answering the question being asked, not just commenting on the topic of the question. 

✓ Include an opening stand-alone sentence which rewords/reframes/repurposes the question toward your answer 

(like a thesis statement might).  This sentence can then be followed by 2-3 paragraphs in answering each 

question.  (in a real AP exam there would be more than this; for our preparation purposes 2-3 paragraphs are 

sufficient) 

✓ Offer multiple (3-4) specific examples from political practices, electorate behavior, government structure, 

and/or history which is relevant to your answer. 

✓ Offer a definition of any key terms of vocabulary. 

❖ You will need to hand write (not type!) this on separate paper, and then attach it to the rest of the Unit Packet and turn 

it all in together.  

 

 

 

Key Questions 

1. Explain the relationship between core beliefs of US citizens and attitudes about the role of government. 

2. Explain how cultural factors influence political attitudes and socialization. 

3. Describe elements of a scientific poll. 

4. Explain the quality and credibility of claims based on public opinion data. 

5. Explain how the ideologies of the two major parties shape policy debates 

6. Explain how US political culture (ie, values, attitudes, and beliefs) influences the formation, goals, and implementation of 

public policy over time. 

7. Describe different political ideologies regarding the role of government in regulating the marketplace. 

8. Explain how political ideologies vary on the government’s role in regulating the marketplace.  

9. Explain how political ideologies vary on the role of the government in addressing social issues 

10. Explain how different ideologies impact policy on social issues. 

 

Essential Questions 

1. How are American political beliefs formed, and how do they evolve over time? 

2. How do political ideology and core values influence government policy making? 


